
Social Studies AP Course Information  
 
Why Take AP? 

• challenge yourself academically  

• set yourself apart in college admissions  

• earn college credit and placement with a successful exam score 
 
Who Should Take AP? 

• students who enjoy and excel in Social Studies classes  

• students enrolled in Honors Literature  

• students who are prepared for and can manage a rigorous workload 
 

 

AP Human Geography (9th grade) = This course introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have 

shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to 

examine socioeconomic organization and its environmental consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools geographers 

use in their research and applications. The curriculum reflects the goals of the National Geography Standards (2012).  AP HUG is an 

amalgamation of many social studies topics that are related to spatial patterns.  Topics include maps/mapping, demographics, cultural 

patterns and processes (including language and religion), ethnicity, political organization of space, agriculture, industrialization, 

development, cities, and urban land use. 

• This course – especially the writing component – focuses on the development of higher-order thinking skills and writing skills, 
not just the collection and memorization of information and events.  

• AP Exam at-a-glance:  
o 60 Multiple Choice Questions in 60 minutes  
o 3 Free Response Questions (7 short answer questions per FRQ) in 60 minutes 

 
 
 
AP World History: Modern (10th grade) = In AP World History: Modern, students investigate significant events, individuals, 
developments, and processes from 1200 to the present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices, and methods employed 
by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical arguments; making historical connections; and utilizing 
reasoning about comparison, causation, and continuity and change over time. The course provides six themes that students explore 
throughout the course in order to make connections among historical developments in different times and places: humans and the 
environment, cultural developments and interactions, governance, economic systems, social interactions and organization, and 
technology and innovation.  In AP WH, we will explore key themes of World History, including interaction with the environment, 
cultures, state-building, economic systems, and social structures, from approximately 1200 CE to the present. 

• This course focuses on the development of historical thinking skills, not just the collection and memorization of information 
and events.  

• Students will learn how to:  
o analyze point of view  
o interpret historical evidence to build and support an argument  
o describe, analyze, and evaluate events from a chronological perspective  
o compare and contextualize historical developments  
o analyze evidence  
o use reasoning and context to construct and understand historical interpretations 

• The 55 multiple choice questions on the APWH exam are stimulus-based questions, meaning the student will have to read a 

passage, interpret a map or graph, and answer questions about those stimuli. The APWH DBQ has seven documents and the 
student will have to analyze (NOT QUOTE!) and use these documents to prove their thesis to be true. Students will also use 
their full knowledge of World History in their writing to compare different time periods to one another. There are also four 
short answer questions that the student will answer requiring specific historical knowledge.  

• It is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED that students enrolling in AP World also enroll in Honors 10th grade Literature as this course has 
extensive reading and writing requirements.   

• AP Exam at-a-glance: 
o The AP World History Exam is 3 hours and 15 minutes long 
o 55 Multiple Choice Questions in 55 minutes 
o 4 Short Answer Questions in 50 minutes 
o 1 DBQ in 55 minutes 
o 1 Long Essay in 35 minutes   

 



AP US History (11th grade) = AP U.S. History covers the spectrum of American history from pre-Columbian days to the present. 
Using chronological and thematic approaches to the material, the course exposes students to extensive primary and secondary sources 
and to the interpretations of various historians. Class participation through Socratic seminars, discussions, debates, and role-playing 
activities is required; special emphasis is placed on critical reading and essay writing to help students prepare for the AP examination. 

The course is structured chronologically, divided into 9 units. 
• The 55 multiple choice questions on the APUSH exam are stimulus-based questions, meaning the student will have to read a 

passage, interpret a political cartoon or graph, and answer questions about those stimuli. The APUSH DBQ has seven 
documents and the student will have to analyze (NOT QUOTE!) and use these documents to prove their thesis to be true. 
Students will also use their full knowledge of US History in their writing to compare different time periods to one another. 
There are also four short answer questions that the student will answer requiring specific historical knowledge.  

• It is highly recommended that you enroll in an Honors or AP Literature course in order to build a strong foundation of writing.  
• AP Exam at-a-glance: 

o The AP U.S. History Exam is 3 hours and 15 minutes long 
o 55 Multiple Choice Questions in 55 minutes 40% of the test 
o 3 Short Answer Questions in 40 minutes 20% of the test  
o 1 DBQ in 60 minutes 25% of the test  
o 1 Long Essay in 40 minutes 15% of the test  

 

 

AP Micro/Macro Economics (12th grade) = AP Economics is a rigorous course designed to teach high school students about how 

individual firms and industries make decisions (Micro) and how the economy of a whole country functions and can be influenced by 

government policy (Macro).  Microeconomics and Macroeconomics each have separate AP Exams designed by the College Board. 

Scores of 3, 4, or 5 are considered passing grades on the AP Exams for most colleges and universities.   

 

Please note that AP Economics is the “mathiest” of all the AP Social Studies courses.  While the calculations we do in Micro and Macro 

are not mathematically difficult – calculations are mostly limited to addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division – there are a 

number of graphs that we study in these courses.  Students will learn why we draw the graphs in a particular fashion, what changes 

can cause the curves on the graphs to shift, and what chains of events can lead to changes in the graphs.  Students accustomed to 

logical, sequential, mathematical-type thinking tend to master these concepts more quickly.  Students who struggle in Math classes 

often also struggle in AP Economics.  Writing skills are much less essential for this AP course than for other Social Studies classes.  

Many other AP Social Studies classes write essays with thesis statements as part of their AP exams.  Not in AP Economics.  Instead, we 

draw, manipulate, and explain the changes in graphs and charts. 

 

• AP Microeconomics- AP Micro is a fall semester class and is coupled with AP Macro in the spring. Students deciding to take AP 

Micro in the Fall will also be scheduled to take AP Macro in the spring. AP Microeconomics is concerned with the interaction 

between individual buyers and sellers and the factors that influence the choices made by buyers and sellers. The class is 

designed for students interested in business profits, entrepreneurship, and government’s role in remedying market failures.  

• AP Macroeconomics- AP Macro is a spring semester course and can be taken independently of any other courses. AP 

Macroeconomics examines economy-wide phenomena such as changes in unemployment, national income, rate of growth, 

gross domestic product, inflation and price levels. The class is designed for students interested in national trends, economic 

theory, and the roles of governments and central banking systems in economic outcomes.  

• AP Exam at-a-glance 
o The AP Economics exams are each 2 hours and 10 minutes long.  
o 70 minutes – 60 Multiple Choice questions (66.7% of the overall exam score) 
o 60 minutes – 3 Free Response Questions -- drawing, manipulating, and explaining graphs (33.3% of the overall exam 

score) 
 

AP US Government and AP Comparative Politics (12th grade) = students must enroll in BOTH AP Courses together 

• AP US Government – (Fall Semester) AP U.S. Government and Politics is an introductory college-level course in U.S. 

government and politics. Students cultivate their understanding of U.S. government and politics through analysis of data and 

text- based sources as they explore topics like constitutionalism, liberty and order, civic participation in a representative 

democracy, competing policy-making interests, and methods of political analysis. 

• AP Comparative Government and Politics – (Spring Semester) AP Comparative Government and Politics is an introductory 

college-level course in comparative government and politics. The course uses a comparative approach to examine the political 

structures; policies; and political, economic, and social challenges of six selected countries: China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, 

Russia, and the United Kingdom. Students cultivate their understanding of comparative government and politics through 

analysis of data and text-based sources as they explore topics like power and authority, legitimacy and stability, 

democratization, internal and external forces, and methods of political analysis. 

 



Students enrolled in AP US Gov and AP Comparative Gov will not only study the various rules of American politics, but will also review 

political trends and outcomes. Students will be asked to think critically. We will take a look at topics in American Government using an 

interactive format. We will not only review facts but will engage in simulations, will debate current issues, and will follow current 

events. Students will need to be self-motivated and have excellent time-management and organizational skills.  

• Exam at-a-glance 

o Each exam will take approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes to complete 

o 55 Multiple-Choice questions  

o 4 Free-response Essay 

▪ Questions range from concept application to quantitative analysis to SCOTUS comparisons to Argument 

Essays 

• This course – especially the writing component – focuses on the development of higher-order thinking skills and writing skills, 
not just the collection and memorization of information and events.  

 
 
AP Psychology (12th grade) = AP Psychology is an introductory college-level psychology course. Students cultivate their 

understanding of the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and mental processes through inquiry-based investigations as 

they explore concepts like the biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, learning and cognition, motivation, 

developmental psychology, testing and individual differences, treatment of abnormal behavior, and social psychology. 

• Units of Study include:  Scientific Foundations of Psychology, Biological Bases of Behavior, Sensation and Perception, Learning, 

Cognitive Psychology, Developmental Psychology, Motivation, Emotion, Personality, Clinical Psychology, and Social Psychology 

• Exam at a Glance –  

o 100 Multiple Choice Questions (1 hour 10 mins) 

o 2 Free Response Questions (50 mins) 

▪ FRQs will ask students to explain behavior and apply theories using concepts from different theoretical 

frameworks or subdomains in the field & analyze psychological research studies, including analyzing 

and interpreting quantitative data 

 


